An Abide Discovery Session

The Harmony
Guardrail

Discovering the single, unified
uth of God's Word.

Abide 101
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- The Heart of Abiding

“God is Light, and in Him

there is no darkness at all.”
(1 John 1:5, LSB)

God loves humanity and created
us for fellowship with Him.
Because God'’s character is
perfectly unified, the Book that
comes from His breath shares that
unity. There is no inconsistency or
self-contradiction in Him.
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Meditate & Obey. Study & Apply. Hear & Do. This is how we abide in Christ.
| 1 & NotebooklM
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\ When the Ground Shifts | 268 When we find an apparent
Have you ever read two passages N contradiction, it is not an
that seem to pull in opposite obstacle. It is an invitation i

directions? This is not a sign that 2= to dig deeper until the

your faith is weak or that the harmony reveals itself. _ “
Bible is broken. | 111777
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While Scripture has
many human writers,
It has exactly one
Divine Author.

Every verse belongs
to one story, moving
toward one destination.
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' The Harmony Guardrail
. Any interpretation of a Bible passage
. must agree with the rest of the Bible.
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“Whoever then annuls
one of the least of these
commandments, and
teaches others to do the
same, shall be called
least in the kingdom

of heaven...”
(Matthew 5:19, LSB)

Principle: Scripture interprets Scripture.
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Filter 1: Who is writing, and to whom?
Understanding the author's situation and the readers’ unique needs often
. reveals passages are answering different questions, not fighting each other.
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Practice Case 1: Faith and Works

For by grace you
have been saved
through faith... not
of works, so that
no one may boast.

(Ephesians 2:8-9, LSB)

You see that aman1s |
justified by works and =S
not by faith alone. y

(James 2:24, LSB)

At first glance, this is a head-on collision. Which one is correct?

The Harmony Guardrail tells us: Both are.
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Completing, Not Contradicting
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Paul (Ephesians) l James (James)

| The Audience’s Trying to earn God'’s Claiming faith but showing =%
R Errorasa, acceptance through effort. no life change. . A
The Question 0 How do we prove faith ’
Answered How are we saved: I IS genuine? '
! Meaning of Legal declaration I Visible evidence
| Justification before God. before others.

Welare savediby grace through faith alone; but the faith
that saves us is never alone. It always works.
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Practice Case 2: The Sign That Waited

8th Century BC

“Therefore the Lord Himself will give you
a sign: Behold, the virgin will be with
child and bear a son, and she will call
call His name Immanuel.”

(Isaiah 7:14, LSB) ;7
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Read in isolation, this is only a piece of the picture.
The prophecy is waiting. We cannot yet tell who
the virgin is, or when this will happen.




The Bible Explains Itself

15 Century

Roughly 700 years later, Matthew 2 Wi virgiﬁi;_Mary.___
connects the events of Jesus’ birth The son is Jesus.

directly to Isaiah’s promise.

R ELE R EERE
Matthew 1:22-23, LSB
(Bl € ) God with us.
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Where the Guardrails Converge

- . » The Harmony Guardrail is the seventh and final tool in Abide 101. p
R It brings all the others to their proper conclusion. o 272

Literal & _ :
Linguistic One-Meaning . Progressive
(honoring words Contgxtual (protecting the Exegethal (watching God reveal
and genres) (knowing the author’s intent) (drawing meaning out, truth over time)

L

audience) not reading it in)

The
Harmony

Guardrail
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Practice, Not Performance

The things you have learned and
received and heard and seen in me,
practice these things, and the God

of peace will be with you.
(Philippians 4:9, LSB)

Bible engagement is a rhythm to be
maintained, not an achievement to
be mastered. You do not need to be a
scholar. Bring your tools, show up
with faith, and practice. The God of
peace will meet you there.
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Unite My g [cE]gs

leach me Your way, O Yahweh; - ’W

T will walk in Your truth; A divided heart looks for

Unite my heart to fear Your name.
(Psalm 86:11, LSB)

confirmation of what it §
already believes. A united Q\*
heart comes ready to hear ':*éf'
what God actually said. The
Harmony Guardrail gives us
access to the full, beautiful
picture of who God is.
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The Joy of Hearing Him Clearly |

Bring your questions. Bring your confusion.
The God of Light went to extraordinary lengths
to write you a unified story.

He will guide you into the truth. He always has.

| Meditate & Obey. Study & Apply. Hear & Do.
This is how we abide in Christ. This is how we demonstrate our love for God.
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